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The ALS Society of British Columbia (ALS BC) is a registered nonprofit charity providing 
support to ALS patients, their families and caregivers to ensure the best quality of life possible 
for those living, and affected by ALS. The Society also supports National Research Programs 
directed to finding the cause of, and a cure for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).

The ALS Clinic located at GF Strong Rehabilitation Centre and is funded through Vancouver 
Coastal Health. The Clinic is being served by 4 neurologists, who provide excellent clinical care. 
What is missing is the opportunity for ALS patients in BC to participate in clinical trials in BC. 
In order to address this gap, the ALS Society fully supports: 

•	 clinical	research	in	BC;

•	 clinical	trials	held	in	BC;	and

•	 a	Clinician/Scientist	hired	to	champion	and	run	the	program

With a goal of raising $5 million for this 
program, the ALS Society of BC has on 
deposit over $1 million which was received 
from an estate bequest and fundraising. 
This amount was matched by the Province 
of British Columbia, raising the total to 
over $2 million.

Once the total funding required is raised, 
The University of British Columbia, Faculty 
of Medicine will facilitate the recruitment 
of a full-time dedicated ALS Clinician-
Scientist. This person will champion clini-
cal trials so British Columbians living with 
ALS have the same, if not greater opportu-
nities, to participate in clinical trials as do 
others in larger populated provinces.

Donations can be made at www.alsbc.ca 

ALS Centre of Excellence announced. Next to 
fundraising thermometer Donna Bartel, ALS BC 
President and joining by video Honourable Adrian 
Dix BC Minister of Health

Newsletter of the Amyotrophic Lateral  
Sclerosis Society of British Columbia
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ALS Research Review

Through a portion of net proceeds raised through 
the Walk to End ALS and local community 
events, the ALS Society of British Columbia 
is proud to have contributed nearly $250,000 
to the Canadian ALS Research Program, the 
only dedicated pool of ALS research funding in 
Canada, to help fuel the scientific discoveries that 
bring hope for a future without ALS.

In 2019 the Canadian ALS Research 
Program invested in 16 new leading-edge 
and transformational research projects 
across Canada, totaling a nearly $1.4 million 
investment in ALS research. The funding will 
support ALS research aimed at advancing our 
understanding of the biological causes and 
progression of ALS, bringing us further down 
the path towards finding proven treatments 
for this devastating and terminal disease. 

•	 A	nearly	$850,000	investment	was	made	in	
ten Project Grants focused on providing 
a greater understanding of biological 
mechanisms underlying the onset and 
progression of ALS. 

•	 An	additional	$540,000	was	invested	
in six Trainee Awards to provide 
momentum for the next generation of 
promising ALS researchers. This invest-
ment also represents a partnership 
with La Fondation Vincent Bourque, 
who together with the Brain Canada 
Foundation, supported two of the trainee 
awards. The Brain Canada Foundation 

also provided financial support for an 
additional trainee award. Brain Canada’s 
contribution was provided with financial 
support from Health Canada, through 
matched funds as part of a commitment 
made after the Ice Bucket Challenge. 

The ALS Society of British Columbia’s 
contributions to the Canadian ALS Research 
Program supports the best Canadian ALS 
research, accelerating the impact of discoveries 
and contributing to the development of future 
ALS therapies.

“The scientific and clinical advancements 
of 2019 have set us up well for the future 
landscape of experimental treatments in ALS. 
Not only did laboratory discoveries provide 
novel targets that are set to become the next 
generation of promising clinical trials, but 
the year ahead will reveal whether some key 
Phase 3 studies will lead to important new 
treatment options. It’s an exciting time in 
ALS research, but there is still a lot to learn 
about this extremely complex disease in order 
to reach our vision of a future without ALS. 
I’m confident that with our strong Canadian 
researchers providing important pieces of 
the puzzle, a new national initiative to study 
human ALS on the horizon, and increased 
global collaboration, we’ll get there.”

—Dr. David Taylor, VP of Research, ALS 
Society of Canada. 

Dr. David Taylor is the VP 

of Research, ALS Society 

of Canada

research highlights
•	 170+	Canadian	ALS	researchers	attended	the	annual	ALS	Canada	Research	

Forum	in	2019,	an	event	that	fosters	collaboration	amongst	Canadian	researchers,	

helping	to	nurture	new	ideas	and	build	capacity	across	the	country.

•	 140+	people	learned	about	important	research	initiatives	taking	place	in	Canada	

and	across	the	globe	by	participating	in	research	webinars.
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Promising aLs therapies
Phase 3 trials scheduled to conclude in 2020 or early 2021 1:

therapy company / sponsor trial sites in canada
NurOwn Brainstorm	Cell	Therapeutics	Inc. No

RNS60 Revalesio	/Mario	Negri	Institute No

Levosimendan Orion Yes

Arimoclomol Orphazyme Yes

AMX0035 Amylyx	Pharmaceuticals	Inc. No

Phase 3 trials enrolling patients now or about to enroll patients:

therapy company / sponsor Phase
Mastinib AB Science SA TBD

Ibudilast MediciNova Yes

Ultomiris Alexion Yes

Reldesemtiv Cytokinetics No

BIIB067 Biogen Yes

Triumeq TRICALS No

Neuronata-R Corestem No

There is also the Phase 2 T-Regs trial. This treatment dramatically slowed ALS progression in the 
three Phase I participants:

therapy sponsor trial sites in canada
T-Regs The	Methodist	Hospital	System No

1	Dr.	Merit	Cudkowicz,	MD,	Chief	of	Neurology	Massachusetts	General,	Director	of	the	Sean	M.	Healey	Center	for	ALS,	
Professor	of	Neurology,	Harvard	Medical	School	Webinar,	Hosted	by	Everything	ALS,	June	3,	2020.

Vancouver Fire Department Hockey Club supports ALS BC
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honourarY LIFe MeMBer
An extraordinary volunteer contributing to 
the support the ALS Community in B.C. & 
Yukon for a period of not less than 5 years. 
Up to three may be named in any given year. 

John Pendray, Saanich
Has financially and personally sup-
ported	the	ALS	Society	of	BC.	In	2008	
he established an endowment fund in 
memory of his son David who passed 
away from ALS. John is a member 
of the ALS Society of BC Victoria 
Chapter and has served as director on 
the Board of the ALS Society of BC. 
He is also a past member of the ALS 
BC Advocacy Committee.

2019 Team ALS BC & Yukon Volunteer Awards

roY sLater  
VoLunteer aWarD
The purpose of this award is to recognize 
exemplary volunteer leadership. It is 
awarded for an outstanding contribution 
to the advancement of the mission and 
goals of the ALS Society of B.C. The award 
honours Roy Slater, a dedicated volunteer 
who died from ALS in 1993, and is given to 
an individual who epitomizes volunteerism 
through selfless contribution to the ALS 
Society and those it serves.

Pat Tomlinson, Kamloops
Pat has “officially” logged well over 
300 hours in 2019. She coordinated 
the Kamloops Walk to End ALS, 
supported the ALS Golf Tournament 
of Hope, hosted 2 fundraisers – On 
the Rock, is the support group facili-
tator for the Kamloops Living with 
ALS Group, participated in local 
media interviews and represented the 
Society at cheque presentations. She 
epitomizes volunteerism and because 
of her outstanding leadership was 
awarded the contract as the ALS BC 
Volunteer Coordinator.

Due to the Covid-19 crisis, the annual volunteer awards ceremony had to be cancelled. Wendy Toyer ALS BC Executive 
Director, travelled to the award recipient’s communities to present the awards.

Dr anDreW eIsen 
LeaDershIP DeVeLoPMent 
aWarD
The purpose of this award is to recognize 
outstanding leadership development of a 
new ALS program or service initiated and 
implemented by an individual or chapter. 

Andrew Kong, Coquitlam 

This award was presented at the ALS 
BC office. Dr Eisen presented the award 
virtually via Zoom.
Andrew	was	the	2018	ALS	BC	Volunteer	
of the Year. Andrew continues his 
volunteerism with ALS BC and logged 
over 311 hours in 2019. He coordinates 
the Surrey Walk to End ALS, volunteers 
as a camp counsellor at Camp Alohi 
Lani, is a regular at the ALS BC office 
assisting the finance coordinator with 
receipting and data entry, he shared his 
personal ALS story in the November 
edition of Believe BC (Vancouver Sun 
and The Province newspapers) which was 
part of the Giving Tuesday campaign 
and was a speaker at the Psychological 
Treatment Program workshop.

Roy Slater Volunteer of the Year 2019 
recipient Pat Tomlinson, Kamloops

John Pendray appointed ALS Society of BC 
Lifetime Member

In centre at the ALS BC Office, Andrew Kong the recipient of the Dr Andrew Eisen 
Leadership Development Award
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2. Group of two or more

Selkirk Paving – Tony Maida Area 
Manager Nelson

Tony is inspired by people living with 
ALS, in particular Gord Shannon 
who he considers his mentor. Gord 
is the West Kootenay Walk to End 
ALS coordinator.
For many years, Selkirk Paving has 
painted the Walk to End ALS logo on 
the side of a number of concrete trucks 
drums to increase awareness for ALS 
and to promote the Walk. 
To further increase awareness and to 
raise funds for ALS, Selkirk Paving 
hosted a Dig With Dad event at a local 
shopping centre, providing the oppor-
tunity for local kids to have a hands on 
experience with the various machinery 
owned by the company. 

eXcePtIonaL PuBLIc 
aWareness ProGraM 
aWarD
The purpose of this award is to evaluate and 
recognize exceptional programs that aimed 
to educate and increase public awareness of 
ALS during the previous 12 months. Public 
awareness activities may include liaisons 
with the media, co-coordinating public 
awareness displays and speaking to the 
public or other organizations about ALS. 
There are two categories of eligibility given 
in each sub-set:

1. Individual

Nancy Arbuckle, Kelowna
As the coordinator of the Kelowna 
Walk to End ALS, she engaged local 
media;	print,	TV,	radio	and	in	particular	
through social media. This resulted in 
increased	awareness	on	these	platforms;	
Kelowna Now, Kelowna Daily Courier, 
Global News, Downtown Kelowna, 
Castanet, Kelowna Capital News, Black 
Press Media. She also created a Walk 
to End ALS – Kelowna Facebook page 
which she actively updates.
During June ALS Awareness month, 
she identified Kelowna General 
Hospital Sky Walk and the Spirit of Sail 
sculpture as local landmarks to light up 
in the colour purple to show support of 
people living with ALS.

WaLK oF the Year aWarD
The purpose of this award is to recognize an 
outstanding WALK for ALS.

The award recognizes and celebrates 
outstanding contributions and achievement 
in developing the Walk to its fullest 
potential by any or a combination of:

•	 bringing	new	or	innovative	additions	to	
the Walk program - 25% of ranking

•	 building	local	community	awareness	and	
participation – 25% of ranking

•	 achieving	extraordinary	fundraising	
results over a period of a year – 50% 
of ranking

•	 can	be	awarded	in	consecutive	years	as	
volunteers change from year to year

Richmond- Vancouver Walk to End 
ALS – Joe Graham Coordinator 
Compared	to	the	previous	year	(2018)	
this Walk achieved a $74,000 increase 
in	funds	raised	and	837	more	walkers	
participated in 2019. Total turn out day 
of 1,076 people! The Walk Committee 
secured a local sponsor of distinc-
tion	which	committed	$20,000/year	
for	5	years;	Coast	Capital	Savings	as	a	
Gold	Sponsor	($2,000);	RBC	as	Silver	
Sponsor ($1,000) and four Bronze 
Sponsors ($500). As well, 37 community 
supporters. Over $132,000 was raised in 
2019 at this Walk.

ALS BC Exceptional Public Awareness 
Award recipient Nancy Arbuckle, Kelowna

ALS BC Exceptional Public Awareness 
Award – Group Selkirk Paving Tony Maida, 
Area Manager Nelson

2019 Walk to End ALS of the Year – BC and the Yukon the Richmond Vancouver Walk Joe 
Graham, Coordinator
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eXcePtIonaL  
aDVocacY aWarD
The purpose of this award is to recognize an 
exceptional advocacy initiative that sought to 
improve quality of life for a person or persons 
with ALS during the previous 12 months. 
This award will recognize the following:
•	 individual	advocacy	on	behalf	of	a	person	

affected by ALS
•	 an	initiative	that	changes	public	policy	to	

the benefit of people 

Stephanie Marshall White

Joined the ALS BC Advocacy 
Committee this year to lend her expertise 
in communications and her presence as 
a legislative assistant at the parliament in 
Victoria. Stephanie developed and edited 
the ALS Centre of Excellence proposal 
presented to the Province of BC. She 
continues to volunteer for this initiative 
as it moves forward.

eXcePtIonaL FunDraIsInG 
ProGraM aWarD  
(3rD PartY eVent)
The purpose of this award is to evaluate 
and recognize excellence in fundraising 
programs implemented during the 
previous 12 months. This award recognizes 
an individual or project team who has 
demonstrated excellence in fundraising. 
An exceptional program develops an 
innovative idea and attains or exceeds 
a fundraising goal. This can be a new or 
continuing program. There are two awards:

1. Individual

Aaron Volpatti, Vernon 

Competed in his first ever Ironman 
at Ironman Canada – Whistler. His 
Ironman for ALS was held to sup-
port his father Tony who is living with 
ALS. Total raised $27,300. Of which, 
$4,000 was raised by a family effort 
making and selling hundreds of piero-
gies in Revelstoke.

2. Group of two or more

Team Salmon Guy, Stu Mckean and 
Val Lancaster, Campbell River
Team Salmon Guy supported the 2019 
Mid Island Walk to End ALS. Over 
30 people made the trip down Island 
from Campbell River to Nanaimo to 
show support for Stuart Mckean. Team 
Salmon Guy has raised over $34,636 at 
the Walk to End ALS

3. corporate 
Voyager RV Centre Ltd.– Voyager 
Cares Initiative, Lake Country

Ward Fraser, General Manager 

Raised	$16,380	for	ALS	BC
ALS BC 2019 Exceptional Fundraising by a 
third party award recipient Aaron Volpatti 
of Vernon with his son Finn

ALS BC Exceptional Fundraising by a third 
party – Team Salon Guy Stuart McKean and 
his wife Val Lancaster, Campbell River

ALS BC Exceptional Advocacy Award 
recipient Stephanie Marshall White, 
North Vancouver

ALS BC Exceptional Fundraising – Corporate Partner Voyager RV Centre, Ward Fraser 
General Manager Lake Country
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2. age 14–17

Sarah Maloney and Kayla Jones, 
Victoria

These two Island 4-H’ers donate part 
of the proceeds from the sale of their 
market lambs to ALS in honour of Bill 
Erving. Over the past 3 years in excess 
of $2,000. Their names were brought 
forward by Bill and his wife Helen 
Campbell in the photo with the girls. 

3. age 18–25

Riley Seger, North Vancouver

Riley, whose father Mark is living with 
ALS, entered with Team ALS BC in the 
2019 BMO Marathon. He encouraged 
his uncle Michael Boskovich to join him. 
Together the two raised nearly $9,000 
making their team the top ALS team in 
the race!

eXcePtIonaL suPPort to 
aLs research 

Two awards presented to West 
Vancouver Smith family

After Greg Smith’s diagnosis of ALS, his 
family and friends “rallied” to volunteer 
to raise funds for ALS research. At the 
2019 Richmond-Vancouver Walk to End 
ALS, his team Ohana & Hoa, which 
means family and friends in Hawaiian, 
raised $37,433. Of this $14,973 was 
directed to the Canadian ALS Research 
Program and the remainder to patient 
service programs provided by the ALS 
Society of BC. Team Captain for team 
Ohana & Hoa, was Greg’s partner 
Yasuko Donily.

At the Walk, Greg’s son Aiden 
approached the ALS BC President 
about coordinating a Car Rally to raise 
funds for research. It should be noted 
the Walk was on June 1st. Just 3 months 
later, the 1st Sea to Sky ALS Rally 
was held. Each car that entered, was 
provided an official decal to raise the 
awareness of ALS and the reason for the 
Rally. Over $11,000 was raised for ALS 
research! Aiden plans to make this an 
annual event. 

LeaDer oF  
toMorroW aWarD
The Leader of Tomorrow Award recognizes 
youth and young adults under the age of 25 
whom individually or as part of a group 
is making a difference in the lives of those 
living with ALS through their volunteer 
efforts. This award recognizes initiatives 
or efforts undertaken in the previous 
calendar year in support of ALS including 
fundraising, advocacy, public awareness, 
or going above and beyond to care for an 
individual living with ALS by providing 
assistance, companionship and support.

There are (up to) three awards:

1. age 5–13

Addison Tolsma, Fort St John

Addison is a 12-year-old student at 
Charlie Lake Elementary, Fort St John. 
She participates in the Walk to End 
ALS – Fort St John. In 2019 she raised 
$2,125. At the Walk, Addison takes the 
stage to thank her supporters and to 
encourage other youth to get involved.

ALS BC Leader of Tomorrow age 5-13 award 
recipient Addison Tolsma, Fort St John

ALS BC Leaders of Tomorrow Award age 
14–17 Sarah Maloney and Kayla Jones with 
Helen Campbell and Bill Irving taken at their 
farm in Saanich

ALS BC Leader of Tomorrow Award age 18-
25 Riley Seger, North Vancouver

ALS BC Exceptional Support to ALS 
Research; The Smith Family Team Ohana 
& Hoa and the Sea to Sky ALS Car Rally, 
West Vancouver
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Donna Bartel is President 

of the ALS Society of BC

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the ALS Society 
of BC will hold the Annual General Meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday September 16, 2020 via 
Zoom at 10AM to ensure safety for all. 

The Annual General Meeting of the members 
of the ALS Society of BC will be held on 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 10 AM, 
virtually with the exception of ALS BC 
senior staff and the board of directors who 
will meet at Quilchena Golf & Country 
Club, Richmond in a room set up to allow for 
physical distancing.

Agenda 
•	 Receive	the	Financial	Statements	of	the	

Society and the Auditor’s report for the 
fiscal	year	ended	December	31,	2019;

•	 Elect	members-at-large	&	nominees	for	
Director. Any member in good standing is 
eligible to be nominated as Director. 

•	 Receive	the	report	on	the	affairs	of	the	
Society;

•	 Appoint	the	auditors	for	2020;

•	 Transact	other	business	that	may	come	
before the meeting.

Registration is mandatory. Please RSVP to 
Rena	Mendoza	info@alsbc.ca	or	(604)	–	278-
2257 Ext 225 before September 7th , 2020. Log 
in information will be provided at that time.: 

Rena Mendoza,  
Manager of Donor Relations & Finance 
P: 604.278.2257	ext.	225 E: info@alsbc.ca

Notice of Annual General Meeting of Members
chanGe oF Date Due to the coVID 19 VIrus PanDeMIc 

*The Draft audited 2019 financial statements and Annual Report are posted to the website www.alsbc.ca 
under the “About Us” tab for review. 

Vancouver Firefighter Charities support ALS BC
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The largest volunteer-led fundraiser for ALS Societies across Canada, the Walk to End ALS is a 
fun, family-friendly way to celebrate hope for a future without ALS, honour those we have loved 
and lost, and show support for the 3,000 Canadians and their families living with the disease. 
Your fundraising efforts and generous donations support the best ALS research in the country 
(40% of proceeds) and enables ALS Societies to provide community-based support (60% of 
proceeds) to people and families living with the disease.

This year, Brain Canada committed to match dollar for dollar raised for ALS research up to 
$1 million! 

The Canada Brain Research Fund is an innovative partnership between the Government of 
Canada (through Health Canada) and Brain Canada, designed to encourage Canadians to increase 
their support of brain research, and maximize the impact and efficiency of those investments.

In 2020, Walks across the country took place on Saturday June 20th virtually because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Because ALS doesn’t stop, and neither will we. 

Walk to End ALS
Bc & the YuKon Goes VIrtuaL In 2020!
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abbotsford Police-john Goyer Memorial  
aLs charity Golf tournament

Abby PD Mascot at the Abbotsford Police-John Goyer Memorial ALS 
Charity Golf Tournament

Detective Jodie Christie with Staff Sergeant Rick Stewart at the 
Abbotsford Police-John Goyer Memorial ALS Charity Golf Tournament

Banner flies at the 2020 Abbotsford Police-John 
Goyer Memorial ALS Charity Golf Tournament



this service for caregivers is made possible with proceeds for the George and Verna 
Williams endowment Fund for caregivers. our thanks to the Williams family.

This	year,	due	to	the	Covid-19	pandemic,	we	will	be	hosting	this	service	virtually	using	
the	Zoom	platform.	Please	don’t	worry	if	you	are	not	a	“techy”	as	instructions	on	
setting	up	Zoom	will	be	sent	out	ahead	of	the	day.	On	the	day,	ALS	BC	staff	will	be	
standing	by	on	the	phone	to	assist	people	if	they	run	into	technical	difficulties.

Wednesday october 21, 2020

2–4 PM
Guest speaker	Dr	Elizabeth	Bannerman, registered psychologist

entertainment	David	C	Jones,	comedian

registration
Alexandra	Guerrero,	 
Patient Services Coordinator 
E:	alexandra@alsbc.ca	or	
TF:	1-800-708-3228	ext.	226

There is no cost to register. Information 
about how to attend using Zoom will be 
sent out a week prior to all registrants.

Held every Fall in communities around BC, the Day of Caring 
for Caregivers is a chance for the full-time primary caregivers of 
ALS patients to have a day of respite. This event allows people 
who devote themselves to the care of their loved ones to come 

together and share experiences. It also provides the opportunity 
to learn self-care techniques and how to cope with grief. 
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Gifts of securities

For	additional	information,	please	contact	Rena	Mendoza	at	1-800-708-3228	ext.	225	or	email	
donor-relations@alsbc.ca
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Donating	appreciated	stocks	or	mutual	funds	is	the	most	tax-effective	
way	to	make	an	outright	gift	during	your	lifetime	or	as	part	of	a	
legacy	gift.	Current	legislation	in	Canada	has	eliminated	the	capital	
gain	tax	on	gifts	of	publicly	traded	securities,	mutual	funds,	and	
bonds	to	registered	charities.	A	charitable	tax	receipt	will	be	issued	
for	the	fair	market	value	of	the	securities.	No	capital	gains	tax	owing	
if	gifted	to	a	public	charity.

If	you	want	to	learn	more	or	plan	to	make	a	stock	donation	at	year-
end,	please	download	the	stock	donation	form	available	on	our	
website	at	www.alsbc.ca.	Alternatively,	you	can	contact	the	office	at	
1.800.708.2257	ext.	225	or	email	donor-relations@alsbc.ca.	

Legal	Name:	Amyotrophic	Lateral	Sclerosis	Society	of	British	Columbia

Charitable	Registration	#:	10670	8985	RR0001

Mailing	address:	ALS	Society	of	BC

	 1228	–	13351	Commerce	Parkway

	 Richmond,	BC	V6V	2X7
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cycle of hope Lemon“aid” continuing education Fund recipients

the aLs society of Bc is pleased to announce the recipients of the cycle of hope Lemon“aid” 
education Fund.

The	fund	was	created	in	2015	with	a	$12,500	donation	from	the	Cycle	of	Hope	Society	to	seed	the	
Cycle	of	Hope	Lemon“aid”	Continuing	Education	Fund.	Recognizing	that	ALS	affects	an	entire	
family	emotionally	and	financially,	this	fund	was	created	to	provide	financial	“aid”	to	B.C.	students	
whose	parent	is	living	with	or	has	passed	away	from	ALS.

Each	student	received	a	$2,000	grant	to	assist	in	covering	costs	associated	with	their	post-
secondary	education.	

The	2020	recipients	are:

For	more	information	on	applying	to	the	Cycle	of	Hope	Lemon“aid”	Education	Fund	contact:	
Wendy	Toyer,	Executive	Director	ALS	Society	of	BC	w.toyer@alsbc.ca	or	www.alsbc.ca

Marlee Wilson from Burns Lake
“I have been conditionally accepted to University of Northern British 
Columbia’s Biomedical Studies Major and Simon Fraser University’s 
Biomedical Physiology Major. Also, I am waiting to hear if I have been 
accepted into College of New Caledonia’s Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. My primary goal is to become a physician.”

“Due to my mother’s diagnosis of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS) in Fall 2016, I have been involved with assisting her with many 
daily needs, including running her Edaravone PICC line infusion. This 
skill was taught to me by a nurse. In turn, I taught her care team 
members this task. Despite the unfortunate situation, her illness helps 
me understand the importance of efficient and accessible health care 
and the role of medical professionals in treating a terminal illness. 
This has inspired me to pursue a career in northern rural medicine as 
a medical doctor.”

Colton Meaden from Maple Ridge
“Since my Dad was diagnosed with ALS our family has participated 
in the Walk to End ALS. Our team name is “Team Cobra” after the car 
that my Dad hand built. To date our team has raised $10,000.” 

“I plan to attend Douglas College, and explore the Culinary Arts 
program.”

“Aside from Colton’s great work ethic, one other trait that really 
stands out is his extremely positive attitude. A positive attitude is not 
something that can be taught, and Colton certainly makes teaching 
an enjoyable and exciting experience.”  
—Trevor Randle, Chef Instructor Maple Ridge Secondary School

Colton Meaden

Marlee Wilson



On	a	day	during	the	months	of	June	and	July,	PGA	of	
BC	golf	professionals	around	BC	golfed	from	sunrise	
to	sunset	to	support	those	living	with	ALS.	To	raise	
awareness	and	funds	for	the	ALS	Society	of	BC.	Their	
amazing	stories	can	be	read	at	www.golfathonforals.com	

Golf	by	nature	has	built	in	physical	distancing.	Additional	
safety	procedures	were	implemented	such	as	no	physical	
contact	between	golfers,	no	contact	surfaces	and	single	
carts.	The	PGA	of	BC	remains	committed	to	supporting	
people	living	with	ALS.	

ALS	does	not	give	up	and	neither	will	we.

2020 statistics (08/08/2020)

•	 7,467	holes	played	by	86	golfers

•	 1	-	Hole	in	One	scored	by	Brian	Schaal,	Copper	Point	
Golf	Club	(in	photo)

•	 $197,790	raised	to	support	people	living	with	ALS

15 Year statistics

•	 231,669	holes	golfed

•	 17	-	Hole	in	One	scored

•	 $2,087,162	raised	to	support	people	living	with	ALS

Thank you to the Pacific Blue Cross Foundation, 
Global BC, Jay Janower, CKNW, PGA of BC, and the 
participating golf course members and customers for 
your outstanding support!
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Brian Schaal, with his Hole in One at the 
Copper Point Golf Club Golfathon for ALS, 
Windermere



Congratulations	to	the	Fly	Away	Raffle	winner	of	the	WESTJET	voucher	
for	two	anywhere	WESTJET	flies	PLUS	a	$500	VISA	gift	card	

christine conway, Sechelt, BC

Congratulations	to	our	second	place	winner	for	the	 
Vitamix	Blender	donated	by	HME	Mobility	&	Accessibility

joseph Krajnyak, Chilliwack, BC

Thank	you	everyone	for	participating	in	our	annual	WestJet	raffle.

Fall  2020 15

Westjet Fly away raffle Winners

YOU CAN MAKE A LEGACY GIFT
You	don’t	have	to	have	extraordinary	wealth	to	make	a	planned	gift.	Even	a	small	amount	can	
have	a	big	impact	over	time.	Some	people	think	they	must	choose	between	leaving	a	gift	to	
their	family	or	charity.	You	can	do	both!	Many	planned	gifts	can	actually	save	your	family	money.	
Consider	leaving	a	gift	to	the	ALS	Society	of	BC	Cornflower	Fund	to	ensure	quality	support	and	
services	for	people	living	with	ALS	in	the	years	to	come.	

For	more	information	on	leaving	a	bequest	or	to	donate	other	financial	gifts	such	as	stocks	and	
life	insurance	to	the	society,	please	contact	Rena	Mendoza	at	1-800-708-3228	ext.	225	or	e-mail			
donor-relations@alsbc.ca.

Legal	Name:	Amyotrophic	Lateral	Sclerosis	Society	of	British	Columbia 
Charitable	Registration	#:	10670	8985	RR0001 
Mailing	address:	ALS	Society	of	BC,	1228	–	13351	Commerce	Parkway	Richmond,	BC	V6V	2X7

FLY aWaY
Raffle

Thank	you	to:



amyotrophic Lateral 
sclerosis society  
of British columbia

1228	–	13351	Commerce	Parkway
Richmond	BC V6V	2X7
t 604.278.2257
F	 604.278.4257
tF 1.800.708.3228
www.alsbc.ca

angela schibild
Administration & Support 
Coordinator
e	admin@alsbc.ca
X	main

Wendy toyer
Executive Director
e	W.Toyer@alsbc.ca
X	222 c	778.999.6257

Billie Doyle
Equipment Loan  
Program Manager
e	equipmentloan@alsbc.ca
X	223

rena Mendoza
Manager of Donor  
Relations & Finance
e	donor-relations@alsbc.ca
X	225

alexandra Guerrero
Patient Services Coordinator
e	alexandra@alsbc.ca
X	226

ana ceciele B. De ramos
Finance Coordinator 
e	receipt@alsbc.ca
X	227

Marie Montoye
Equipment Loan Assistant 
e	admin@alsbc.ca
X	228

communications & social 
Media coordinator 
e	communications@alsbc.ca 
X	229

The ALS Society of BC is 
dedicated to providing direct 
support to ALS patients, along 
with their families and caregivers, 
to ensure the best quality of life 
possible while living with ALS.

Through assisting research, we 
are committed to find the cause 
of, and cure for Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).

ALS PATiENT SERViCES PRoGRAMS
Equipment Loan Program
With 3,030 pieces of medical equipment our Equipment Loan Program is designed to help people 
cope with the daily challenges of decreasing mobility and independence, through obtaining 
basic and essential assistive equipment. This includes mobility equipment, lift equipment, beds 
and accessories, communication devices, and bathroom aids, if needed. All equipment loaned is 
available at no charge to registered ALS patient members.

Support Groups
Support groups provide an open, friendly and safe environment for ALS patients, family 
members, caregivers and friends to discuss issues related to living with ALS. Groups are 
facilitated by experienced volunteers. Currently virtual vis Zoom.

Psychological Treatment Services
Psychological treatment services are available free of charge at locations across BC. Registered 
Psychologists and Clinical Counselors provide much needed therapy and counseling to ALS 
Patients, their families and caregivers at any stage of the illness. Services will be provided 
throughout the disease and up to one year following.

Day of Caring for Caregivers
Held every Fall in communities around BC, The Day of Caring for Caregivers is a chance for the full-
time primary caregivers of ALS Patients to have a day of respite. This event allows for people who 
devote themselves to the care of their loved ones to come together and share experiences. It also 
provides the opportunity to learn how to take better care of themselves and how to cope with grief.

Camp Alohi Lani
In July or August ALS BC hosts a camp for youth who have a Parent (or Grandparent in a 
significant role) Living with ALS. ALS BC is extremely pleased to be able to offer this weekend 
retreat at no cost to families. Camp Alohi Lani, which means ‘Bright Sky’ in Hawaiian, is a safe 
setting in which youth aged 8–17 years can come together and receive support for their own 
journey. Most importantly Camp Alohi Lani offers campers an opportunity to meet other youth 
from across BC and make connections with peers.

Care Connections
The primary purpose of forming a Care Connection is to reduce caregiver responsibilities and 
reduce the worry the person with ALS has about their caregiver. By caring for the caregiver, the 
person with ALS is helped as well. The ALS Society of BC’s Care Connection is a program to aid 
your own group of caring family and friends to help their loved ones with ALS and their caregivers.

Mobile Clinics
In partnership with Vancouver Coastal Health and the ALS Centre at GF Strong Rehab Centre, 
the ALS Society of BC provides Mobile Clinics to outlying communities. ALS Centre healthcare 
professionals and an ALS Society of BC representative travel to clinic locations to provide 
follow-up appointments for people challenged to travel.

All that is required to access these programs is the patient’s registration with ALS 
Society of BC. No fees are charged. Services available to people living with ALS in British 
Columbia and the Yukon.

PARTNERS WHo CAN HELP
ALS Centre at GF Strong Rehab
604-737-6320

Respiratory Equipment and Support: 
Provincial Respiratory Outreach Program
1-866-326-1245

Communication Equipment and 
Support: Communication Assistance 
for Youth and Adults
604-326-3500

SuPPORT NETwORkS:

ALS BC Support Groups
www.alsbc.ca/Services

On Line Support: Patients Like Me
www.patientslikeme.com

Support Line: BC Caregivers Support Line
1-877-520-3267 
Mon–Fri 8:30am–4pm
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thanK You to our  
ProVIncIaL Partner


