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2018 ALS Research Review

Through a portion of net proceeds raised through the WALK for 
ALS, the ALS Society of British Columbia is proud to contribute 
to the ALS Canada Research Program, which aims to accelerate 
research impact by providing funding support for the best ALS 
projects focused on someday translating scientific discoveries into 
treatments for ALS.

In 2018, the ALS Canada Research Program funded 14 new 
research projects, totalling a more than $1.7 million investment 
in Canadian ALS research. The funding will support the 
next generation of ALS researchers bring forward new and 
innovative discoveries and help established researchers further 
advance our understanding of the disease – all to help create a 
future without ALS.

•	 A	$1	million	investment	was	made	toward	eight	research	
projects that aim to enable the exploration of new 
therapeutic targets, extend existing research to support 
further discoveries and help researchers gain a greater 
understanding about why ALS progresses differently in 
each individual.

•	 An	additional	$720,000	in	funding	was	also	provided	in	
partnership with Brain Canada for six new trainee awards 
to support the next generation of ALS researchers currently 
pursuing PhDs or postdoctoral research positions, with the 
aim of sustaining high-quality Canadian ALS research. This 
investment represents the last of the matched funds from 
Brain Canada following the Ice Bucket Challenge, as well 
as a new partnership with La Foundation Vincent Bourque, 
which helped to make one of the trainee awards possible. 

Dr. David Taylor

research spotlight
Does a viral infection play a role in ALS initiation 
and progression?

Yasir Mohamud is a PhD candidate in the lab of Dr. 
Honglin Luo at the University of British Columbia. In 
2018, he was awarded a $75,000 trainee award through 
the ALS Canada Research Program in partnership 
with Brain Canada. With this award, Mohamud will 
investigate a potential relationship between enterovirus 
infection and ALS.

Enteroviruses are a group of viruses that can cause a 
variety of infectious illnesses, usually with mild symptoms 
such as fever, respiratory distress, flu-like muscle aches 
and rashes. Some researchers have long suspected that 
enteroviruses may be linked to ALS due to their ability to 
harm motor neuron function, but the available evidence 
of a causal link has so far been inconclusive. 

Dr. Luo at the University of British Columbia recently 
discovered that infecting motor neurons with 
enteroviruses can cause biological changes that are 
remarkably similar to those seen in ALS. The similarities 
include TDP-43 protein abnormalities and a reduced 
ability for motor neurons to clear and recycle cellular 
waste in a process called autophagy. Based on these 
observations, Mohamud believes that enterovirus 
infection may play an important role in how some cases 
of ALS begin and progress. 

As the majority of ALS cases are sporadic, meaning 
that they occur without any apparent family history of 
disease, Mohamud hopes that this project will provide 
a deeper understanding of the underlying triggers of 
sporadic ALS and reveal a promising new target for 
treatment development.

“It’s an exciting time for ALS research as scientists continue to make advances toward our 
understanding of the disease. This is correlating to more clinical trials than ever before, 
including some experimental therapeutics that are poised to reveal definitive answers on 
their potential to slow ALS in the coming year. Technology is also at a threshold where 
we are beginning to tackle some of the big questions that have never before been possible, 
such as why this disease is so different from person to person. These questions are big and 
complex, but ones the research community is hoping to explore. In the meantime, the 
donations from generous Canadians across the country continue to fuel the ALS Canada 
Research Program’s support of world-class researchers that are impacting the global effort 
toward a future without ALS.”

—Dr. David Taylor, VP Research, ALS Canada
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Living with ALs support Groups

The groups provide an open, friendly and safe environment for ALS patients, family members, friends and caregivers to 
discuss issues related to living with ALS. ALS BC trained volunteers facilitate the groups, and they are a major point of contact 
between the Society and the ALS community. We recognize support groups aren’t for everyone, but we also know that not 
too many people know exactly how fun support groups can be. We laugh and learn so much that it is hard to imagine why 
some people choose to “go it alone.” Just know we’re here when you need us. 

Abbotsford
Meeting

Last Saturday of each month  
(except July, August, and December)
2–4pm

LocAtion 
Ross Road Community Church 
3160 Ross Road, Abbottsford

contAct  
Dave Walman
p 604.837.5383

Kamloops
Meeting

Third Friday of each month
1–3pm

LocAtion

107 – 490 Lorne Street, Kamloops
contAct

Pat Tomlinson 
p 250.319.4516 | e pa1697@telus.net

Kelowna
Meeting

Last Friday of each month 
(except July, August, and December)
1–3pm

LocAtion

Trinity Baptist Church 
1905 Springfield Road, Kelowna

contAct

Louise Adderley 
e loumar4@shaw.ca

north central island
Meeting

First Wednesday of each month 
1 :30–3:30pm

LocAtion

Nanaimo Ecumenical Centre 
6234 Spartan Road, Nanaimo

contAct

Shirley Theriault
e Shirley.Theriault@yahoo.ca

neW! prince george starting April 10, 2019
Meeting

Second Wednesday of each month 
1 :30–3:30pm

LocAtion

St. Giles Presbyterian Church  
1500 Edmonton Street, Prince George

contAct

Deborah Miller
e debarn1@telus.net | t 250.964.3365

Surrey
Meeting

Last Tuesday of each month  
(except July, August, and December)
2–4pm

LocAtion

17567 57th Avenue, Surrey 
contAct

Alexandra Guerrero 
e patientservices2@alsbc.ca

Vancouver & Area
Meeting

Last Wednesday of each month  
(except July, August, and December)
10:30am–12pm

LocAtion

The Fair Haven United Church Homes 
2720 E 48th Avenue, Vancouver

contAct

Thilini Amaratunga 
e patientservices@alsbc.ca

Victoria
Meeting

Third Sunday of each month (except June 
[the 2nd Sunday]; July and August)
2–4pm

LocAtion

Health Unit 
1947 Cook Street, Victoria 
Use side door off parking lot. 

contAct

Ellen Mahoney 
p 250.920.9502

Would you like to participate or start a support group in your area? We provide training! 
To find out more details about dates and locations of upcoming events, please contact: 

P 604.278.2257 ext. 226 E patientservices2@alsbc.ca

Thank you to the Province of British Columbia for sponsoring the Support Group Program of the ALS Society of BC through the BC Gaming Community Grant.
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Taxes and Charities: Maximizing the benefits 
of your money when you are no longer here

Many people will give to charitable 
organizations during their lifetime and benefit 
from the various tax advantages of doing so. 
The most common example is giving to your 
favorite charity and receiving a tax receipt that 
can then be used when you file your tax return. 
What is often forgotten however, is that these 
tax advantages are also available to benefit 
your estate (and ultimately your beneficiaries 
by leaving them with a “bigger piece of the 
pie”) if gifts are made to charities within your 
estate plan and they are properly structured. 

As discussed above, the most common 
form of tax advantage that can arise from 
charitable giving is through donation tax 
credits. A donation tax credit is calculated 
at 15% on donations below $200 and at 29% 
on donations above $200. The amount of 
tax credits you receive can then be applied 
against the amount of income taxes payable. 
Importantly, if your estate is classified as a 
graduated rate estate (which is a relatively 
new classification that allows your estate to 
take advantage of the same tiered marginal tax 
rates that individuals use, otherwise estates are 
taxed at the highest marginal rate), then the 
executor of your estate can apply these credits 
to various time points of the administration of 
the estate depending on when their usefulness 
can be maximized.

Another method in which charitable giving 
can generate tax benefits are through the type 
of asset that are given to a charity. At the 
time of your death, Canada Revenue Agency 
assumes that you have sold all the assets that 
you own. Accordingly, any capital gains (i.e. 
if the fair market value of an asset is greater 
than the amount it was purchased for) will 
be triggered at this time. If sufficient powers 
are given to your executors within your will, 
assets such as stocks and mutual funds can be 

donated directly to charities to take advantage 
of the “zero percent inclusion rate” which 
reduces the usual taxable amount of a capital 
gain, which is 50%, to 0%. 

However, to take advantage of the tax benefits 
of charitable giving, the estate plan must be 
properly structured. Some pitfalls include:

1. Naming a non-profit organization that is 
not recognized by the Canada Revenue 
Agency as a registered charity. Care 
must be taken to check the charities 
registry to ensure that gifts are being 
made to a registered charity and that 
they are properly identified in the Will 
(i.e. registered name, address, charitable 
registration number) to receive tax credits; 

2. Failing to provide your executors with 
sufficient powers to gift assets “in 
kind” (i.e. in the form that they are in). 
Without these powers, executors may be 
compelled to liquidate stocks and mutual 
funds to fulfill a gift to a charity within 
a will, thereby losing the ability to take 
advantage of the zero percent inclusion 
rate associated with gifting capital assets 
directly; and

3. Overestimating the value of an estate and 
failing to account for provincial probate 
fees, income taxes and gifts to other 
beneficiaries that can cause a gift to fail for 
lack of money in an estate. This can lead to 
litigation in the future with disappointed 
beneficiaries. 

As seen from the above, gifting to charities 
can be financially beneficial to both charities 
and to your ultimate beneficiaries but it must 
be done properly. Speak with an experienced 
estate planner today about your options and 
maximize the benefit of your money.  

Jeremy Wong

Estate Planning Lawyer 

Westcoast Wills & Estates
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Giving hope
By: Ted Stehr, living with ALS

1
Never tell someone they are going to die of ALS. Anything can happen. 

2
There is no cure, but we know more than we ever did 

and success factors are in place for a cure.

3 
Give patients a list of supplements they can take. They may not make a 

difference but other patients feel they help. (Calcium, curcumin, ashwagandha, 
grape seed extract etc.) People living with ALS are desperate to try anything 

and feel like they are doing something. Sunnybrook gives out a list.

4
If possible, let patients know if they have a variation like 

upper motor neuron dominant, limb onset vs bulbar onset. 
These variants may have a longer survival rate.

5
Make patients aware of trials available to them. Patients 

who are in trials have longer survival rates.

6
Let families know about fund raising opportunities. Family 

members feel helpless and want to show their love and 
support. This is a great and positive way to do so.

7
Discuss recent breakthroughs. Be clear there are no cures but 

discuss how these things are moving things forward.

8
Let them know about alsforums.com. This is a great 

place to meet others and discuss issues. 

9
Have patients concentrate on everything they have done and 

everyone they know who loves them and they love. Now is the 
time to reset and think about what is really important in life.
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Cycle of Hope Lemon“aid” Education Fund Terms of Reference
Criteria of Eligibility:
• Is the child of a person living with ALS or passed 
away from ALS.

• Funds must be used for post secondary education 
within 24 months of high school graduation.

• Must be a BC resident

School and Field of Study:
• University, college or technical institute

Value:
• $500 - $2,000
• Up to 3 grants can be provided in one year.

Deadline:
May 1st (a letter from the school principal stating that 
the student is in process of graduation) A copy of the 
diploma to be submitted once available.

To apply:
Provide personal information:
 Name, Address, Phone, Email, Month/Date/Year of 

birth, SIN #, Name of parent affected by ALS

Educational information:
 High School certificate of graduation, Where you 

plan on continuing education, Future goals

Financial breakdown
 How much will the school cost you? (tuition, living 

away from home, books and transportation), and 
how will you pay for this? (other scholarships/
bursaries, loans you are applying for/received)

Experience:
 Where, when and what you learned from 

volunteering, work and extracurricular activities.
 Do you volunteer with the ALS Society of BC or the 

Cycle of Hope Society?

Allocation:
The ALS BC Finance Committee will review 
applications received before May 1st of each year. 
Recommendations will be presented to the ALS 
Society of BC Board of Directors at the June board 
meeting. Once ratified by the board, applicants will be 
notified immediately.

All applications to be sent to:
Finance Committee, ALS Society of British Columbia
1233 – 13351 Commerce Parkway
Richmond BC V6V 2X7
Attention: Treasurer

The Cycle of Hope Society is committed to raising ALS 
awareness and inspiring hope for families living with ALS. Our 
hope is to help Canadian researchers find a cure for ALS. Co-
founders Cindy Lister and Robin Farrell began with an idea in 
December 2011, an idea born out of a tragic loss. Having recently 
lost her father to ALS, Cindy shared with Robin the cruel 
symptoms of ALS on a patient and the devastating impact ALS 
has on the immediate family members. Both passionate about 
cycling, they decided to create a cycling event that would help 
raise greater ALS awareness and fulfill the need to connect with 
other families impacted by the challenges of this disease. And 
so it began…. In 2012, the inaugural ALS Awareness Journey 
included a select group of 6 riders that spent 10 days scouting a 
route from Kamloops to Hope. They were humbled and inspired 
by the overwhelming encouragement and support they received 
along the way and convinced this project would have positive 
impacts on communities. In 2013, the Cycle of Hope Society was 
formed and the official ALS Awareness Journey route finalized 
to include a 7 day, 550km route from Kamloops to Keremeos.

After another successful event held in 2015, the Cycle of Hope 
Society donated $12,500 to the ALS Society of British Columbia 
to seed the Cycle of Hope Lemon“aid” Continuing Education 
Fund. Recognizing that ALS affects an entire family emotionally 
and financially, this fund was created to provide financial “aid” 
to B.C. students whose parent is living with or has passed away 
from ALS. Youth are encouraged to hold their own fundraisers 
to continue to raise funds for this program to ensure other 
students can benefit into the future.

Cycle of hope Lemon“aid” Continuing education Fund
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This is a special day designed for those providing care to people living with ALS. This 
event is for primary caregivers, family members, friends and also caregivers who 

have recently lost someone to ALS.

What is a Day of Caring?

♦ Coping workshops by Professionals

♦ Connect and share with other caregivers in your community

♦ Establish a circle of support

♦ How can ALS BC support you?

For more information contact Patient Services Coordinator at 604-278-2257 Ext 226 

or patientservices@alsbc.ca

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ Prince George – Wednesday, October 2nd   
Sandman Signature Hotel (2990 Recplace Dr, Prince George) 

 

♦ Abbotsford  – Wednesday, October 9th  
Sandman Hotel & Suites (32720 Simon Ave, Abbotsford) 

 

♦ Kelowna – Wednesday, October 16th  
Harvest Golf Club (2725 KLO Rd, Kelowna) 

 

♦ Nanaimo – Wednesday, October 23rd  
Fairwinds Golf Course (3730 Fairwinds Dr, Nanoose Bay) 

 

♦ Victoria – Thursday, October 24th  
Highland Pacific Golf Course (450 Creed Rd, Victoria) 

 
Day of Caring for Caregivers is sponsored by the George “Sonny” Williams Endowment Fund 
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From August 23–26, 2019 ALS BC will host a camp for youth 
who have a Parent (or Grandparent in a significant role) living 
with ALS. ALS BC is extremely pleased to be able to offer this 
retreat at no cost to families thanks to our sponsors.

Camp Alohi Lani, which means ‘Bright Sky’ in Hawaiian, is a 
safe setting in which youth aged 8–17 years can come together 

to receive support for their own journey. Most importantly 
Camp Alohi Lani offers campers an opportunity to meet other 
youth from across BC affected by ALS and make connections 
with their peers.

Location will be Camp Jubilee Retreat, Port Moody

How to register?

•	 Send	an	email	to	patientservices2@alsbc.ca	with	the	full	
name of the camper(s) and age as of August 23rd, 2019. 
Please indicate if they have attended the camp before.

•	 Space	is	limited	to	30	campers	so	preference	will	be	given	to	
youth who have not attended the camp in the past.

•	 You	will	be	mailed	a	registration	package	which	must	be	
completed and received at our office prior to the deadline.

•	 Deadline	to	register	is	before	April	15th,	2018

•	 Confirmation	of	registration	will	be	sent	out	the	first	
week of May.

Check out the video on www.alsbc.ca Services/Camp Alohi Lani 

Camp Alohi Lani 2019



For more information please contact, Rena Mendoza at donor-relations@alsbc.ca or call           
1-800-708-3228 ext. 225.
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AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS 
SOCIETY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

golfathon
for alS

Proud Supporters

www.golfathonforals.com

During the month of June, golf Professionals 
will lend their muscles and golf from sunrise to 

sunset to support those living with alS.
Please help support your local golf Pros to raise 
funds and awareness for the alS Society of BC.

“How many sports can 
we play all our life, and of  

those, how many can we enjoy 
alongside friends and family? For 
myself  and the professionals of  
the PGA of  BC–Golf  tops that 

list! It’s why I’m encouraging 
you and your foursome to lend 
your support, as BC’s dedicated 

professionals tee it up to do their 
part in helping find a cure.”

 —Jay Janower, SportS anchor/
reporter, Global newS bc

2019 FundrAIsInG events
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11th Annual ALS Golf Tournament of Hope 
Friday August 16, 2019 

 

 Early tee shot gun start at 10:30AM 
 Mimosa Welcome  
  To Go bag lunch 
 18 holes of golf with cart and range 
     practise balls 
 Tee Gifts 
 Tons of on-course hospitality 
 Prizes 
 Post tournament dinner 
 Bucket List & Silent Auctions 
 Par 3 Poker 

Registration for all this!!!  Only $190/golfer.  $70 tax receipted 

If that is not enough!!!  Only available to golfers who 
purchase an Ultimate Super Ticket at registration; 
 A chance to win a $10,000 Trip for two to 

Duncanby Lodge! 
  A chance to win a Trip for 2 Anywhere West Jet 

Flies!! 

 

Proceeds to the ALS Society of BC Patient Services and the Kamloops Endowed Fund to 
provide state of the art communication equipment to people living with ALS.  
Charitable # 106708985 RR0001 
 
Sponsors of Distinction 

     

Register: 
ALS Society of BC 
Email:  support@alsbc.ca  Website: www.alsbc.ca/events 
Phone: 1-800-708-3228 extension 228 
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vancouver Fire Fighters hockey Club

Members of the Vancouver Firefighters Hockey 
Club (VFDHC) presented a cheque in the amount 
of $3,090 to the ALS Society of BC in memory of 
their Vancouver Fire Fighter Ranny (The Gump) 
MacDonald who passed away from ALS. The 
proceeds were raised at the annual VFDHC “Gump 
Cup”. Since the inception of this event, VFDHC 
along with the IAFF 18 Charitable Society has raised 
$26,613 for ALS.

“We are very grateful for the support received from 
the Vancouver Fire Fighters Hockey Club and IAFF 
18 Charitable Society. These funds will be used to 
provide direct support to ALS patients, along with 
their families and caregivers, to ensure the best 
quality of life possible while living with ALS,” Wendy 
Toyer ALS BC Executive Director stated.

MAY IS A LEAVE A LEGACY MONTH!
The ALS Society of BC is a partner of LEAVE A LEGACY, an organization that raises awareness 
on the importance of well-planned, tax-preferred gifts and their impact on the quality of life 
for everyone in our communities.

Have you thought about leaving a gift to ALS Society of BC in your will?  The Cornflower Fund 
of the ALS Society of BC has been created to help those individuals wishing to leave a gift in 
their will to ensure quality support and services for people living with ALS in the years to come. 

For more information on leaving a bequest or to donate other financial gifts such as stocks 
and life insurance to the society, please contact Rena Mendoza at 1-800-708-3228 ext. 225 or 
e-mail donor-relations@alsbc.ca.
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Managed expendable Fund: ALs Centre of excellence Fund

In 2018 the ALS Society realized a surplus that was a combination of increased revenues from fundraising and a 
significant bequest donation. After reviewing the programs offered to people living with ALS in BC, the board’s vision 
and desire to increase service led them to pass this resolution;

WHEREAS, the Board of the Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Society of British Columbia (ALS BC) desires to increase 
capacity at the ALS Cente currently housed at GF Strong Rehab Centre and to foster clinical research in British 
Columbia and;

WHEREAS, donation and funds raised in the amount of $1 million are on deposit;

NoW THEREFoRE, BE IT HEREBY RESoLVED that the Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Society of British Columbia Board 
(ALS BC Board) ratifies and approves the establishment of a separate fund to serve as a managed expendable fund to 
support the development of the ALS Centre of Excellence.

terms of Reference

Currently in British Columbia, the ALS Centre located at GF Strong has limited capacity to administer clinical 
trials. A task force will be formed to oversee the development of the ALS Centre of Excellence that will create and 
environment for excellence in patient care, and to establish the capacit needed to foster clinical research.

Funding

The ALS Society of BC has agreed to fund the ALS Centre of Excellence and has established a 5-year managed 
expendable fund in the amount of $1 million where the funds are heald on deposit. 

ALS Society of BC Board Members take a break during the Annual Strategic Planning Day



new Patient services Coordinator Joins the team
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Thilini Amaratunga started her position with ALS in 
November 2018 as patient services coordinator. She joins 
Alexandra Guerrero, patient services coordinator to increase 
support to ALS patients and their families.

Thilini comes to us from Sources Community Resources 
Cornerstone Care and has also worked as a client services 
coordinator for the Canadian Cancer Society. She has a 
bachelor degree in science in quantitative/population health 
sciences from SFU.

Are you planning to support one of our events this summer? Your workplace might be one of the several 
companies that assist their employees and retirees through charity matching gifts. Please visit your human 
resources or payroll department to check if your employer offers any of the following:

•	 Matching your charitable donation – normally an employer matching form needs to be completed 
by the employee in order to initiate the matching gift.

•	 Volunteer grants – if you like volunteering, some employers issue donations in honour of the 
volunteer time done by their employees.

•	 Payroll deduction – if your company is connected to the annual united way or healthpartners 
campaign, you can designate your gift to the ALS Society of BC.

Don’t miss the opportunity to double the impact of your support to the charity you are helping. 

Legal name of the society – Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Society of British Columbia

Charitable tax number – 10670 8985 RR0001

Phone – 1800-708-3228 Fax – 604-278-4257 Email – info@alsbc.ca 
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Events Around the Province

 Coast Hotels Shu Naito Charity Golf Tournament raised $50,000 
for ALS!

 ACT/UTC Kelowna West Council #1003 donate $500 to Louise 
Adderley, Kelowna Living With ALS Support Group Facilitator

 Vice President Donna Bartel accepts $2,000 donation from Mike 
Bose, Vice Chair Surrey Cares Foundation

 ALS BC Manager of Donor Relations & Finance attends 
Department of National Defense Giving Campaign Kick-off at 
CFB Esquimalt

 River Rock Resort & Casino donates $1,000 to ALS BC 
(left to right) Andrea Lieuwen, Financial Controller; Youhee 
Lee, operations Coordinator; Wendy Toyer, Executive Director 
ALS BC; Ana Mirkovic, Marketing Assistant



2019 team ALs BC & Yukon volunteer Conference

Spr ing 20 19 17

Vice President Donna Bartel presents vest to Nichola Leggett – 
Tri Cities/Ridge Meadows Walk to End ALS Coordinator

Secretary and NCIC President Sheldon Cleaves presents 
vest to Gianpierro Denomme – Mid Island Walk to End ALS 
Coordinator

Team ALS BC & Yukon Volunteeer Conference



 New ALS Soceity of BC - Victoria Chapter Executive Elected

(left to right) Gillian Calder, Director at Large; Ellen Mahoney, Support Group Facilitator & Patient 
Services; Sean Houlihan, Walk to End ALS Coordinator; oana Burdett, President; Mari-Etha Alston, 
Secretary Treasurer

 Victoria Support Group create “Gratitude Pumpkins”
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Victoria chapter 
contacts

oana grant  
President

Mari-etha Alston 
Secretary/Treasurer

peter Barriscale 
Director at Large

ellen Mahoney 
Director at Large

ellen Mahoney 
(ellen.mahoney7@gmail.
com) 
Volunteer Patient Services 
Coordinator

committees:

ellen Mahoney 
Living with ALS Support 
Group Facilitator

oana grant 
Flower Day

Sean Houlihan 
(victoriawalk@alsbc.ca)  
Victoria Walk for ALS 
Coordinator

Sue Monaghan &  
carolyn Walker  
Refreshments

ChAPters: vICtorIA



 Retirement Concepts Nanaimo Seniors Village take the Ice Bucket Challenge and raise $985!
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ChAPters: north CentrAL IsLAnd

donAte A CAr 
It’s easier than you think!
The ALS Society of BC is one of the partners of the donate a car canada. If 
interested, please complete the donation form on the company’s website at 
donatecar.ca or you may also call 1-877-250-4904. They offer car removal, car 
recycling, or simply junking the car.  Once the vehicle transfer is finalized, the 
ALS Society of BC will issue the donation tax receipt to the donor.

north central 
island chapter 
contacts
Sheldon cleaves  
President 

Shirley theriault  
Secretary 



Amyotrophic Lateral 
sclerosis society  
of British Columbia

1233 – 13351 Commerce Parkway
Richmond BC V6V 2X7
t 604.278.2257
F 604.278.4257
tF 1.800.708.3228
www.alsbc.ca

Wendy toyer
Executive Director
e W.Toyer@alsbc.ca
X 222

rena Mendoza
Manager of Donor  
Relations & Finance
e donor-relations@alsbc.ca
X 225

Alexandra Guerrero
Patient Services Coordinator
e patientservices2@alsbc.ca
X 226

thilini Amaratunga
Patient Services Coordinator
e patientservices@alsbc.ca
X 228

Billie doyle
Equipment Loan  
Program Manager
e equipmentloan@alsbc.ca
X 223

Ana Ceciele B. de ramos
Finance Coordinator 
e receipt@alsbc.ca
X 227

danielle Capa
Support Coordinator   
e support@alsbc.ca 
X 229

Angela schibild
Administration & Support 
Coordinator   
e admin@alsbc.ca

The ALS Society of BC is 
dedicated to providing direct 
support to ALS patients, along 
with their families and caregivers, 
to ensure the best quality of life 
possible while living with ALS.

Through assisting research, we 
are committed to find the cause 
of, and cure for Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS).

ALS PATIENT SERVICES PRoGRAMS
equipment Loan program
With 3,030 pieces of medical equipment, our Equipment Loan Program is designed to help people 
cope with the daily challenges of decreasing mobility and independence, through obtaining 
basic and essential assistive equipment. This includes mobility equipment, lift equipment, beds 
and accessories, communication devices, and bathroom aids, if needed. All equipment loaned is 
available at no charge to registered ALS patient members.

Support groups
Support groups provide an open, friendly and safe environment for ALS patients, family 
members, caregivers and friends to discuss issues related to living with ALS. Groups are 
facilitated by experienced volunteers.

psychological treatment Services
Psychological treatment services are available free of charge at locations across BC. Registered 
Psychologists and Clinical Counselors provide much needed therapy and counseling to ALS 
Patients, their families and caregivers at any stage of the illness. Services will be provided 
throughout the disease and up to one year following.

Day of caring
Held every Fall in communities around BC, Day of Caring is a chance for the full-time primary 
caregivers of ALS Patients to have a day of respite. This event allows for people who devote 
themselves to the care of their loved ones to come together and share experiences. It also provides 
the opportunity to learn how to take better care of themselves and how to cope with grief.

camp Alohi Lani
In August ALS BC hosts a camp for youth who have a Parent (or Grandparent in a significant role) 
Living with ALS. ALS BC is extremely pleased to be able to offer this weekend retreat at no cost to 
families. Camp Alohi Lani, which means ‘Bright Sky’ in Hawaiian, is a safe setting in which youth 
aged 8–17 years can come together and receive support for their own journey. Most importantly 
Camp Alohi Lani offers campers an opportunity to meet other youth from across BC and make 
connections with peers.

care connections
The primary purpose of forming a Care Connection is to reduce caregiver responsibilities and 
reduce the worry the person with ALS has about their caregiver. By caring for the caregiver, the 
person with ALS is helped as well. The ALS Society of BC’s Care Connection is a program to aid 
your own group of caring family and friends to help their loved ones with ALS and their caregivers.

Mobile clinics
In partnership with Vancouver Coastal Health and the ALS Centre @ GF Strong Rehab Centre, 
the ALS Society of BC provides Mobile Clinics to outlying communities. ALS Centre healthcare 
professionals and an ALS Society of BC representative travel to clinic locations to provide 
follow-up appointments for people challenged to travel.

All that is required to access these programs is the patient’s registration with ALS Society 
of BC. No fees are charged.

PARTNERS Who CAN hELP
ALS centre at gF Strong Rehab
604-737-6320

Respiratory equipment and Support: 
provincial Respiratory outreach program
1-866-326-1245

communication equipment and Support: 
communication Assistance for Youth and 
Adults
604-326-3500

SuppoRt netWoRKS:

ALS Bc Support groups
www.alsbc.ca/Services

patients Like Me
www.patientslikeme.com

Bc caregivers 24 Hour Support Line
1-877-520-3267 
Toll Free Support 8:30am–4pm Mon–Fri
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thAnk You to our ProvInCIAL PArtner


